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1. Introduction 

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) is initiating the Antelope 

Valley Line (AVL) Capacity and Service Improvements Program (Proposed Project) which 

involves the construction of three capital improvements which would provide the capacity 

required to allow commuter rail service to increase along the AVL to 30-minute bi-directional 

headways between Los Angeles Union Station and Santa Clarita Valley and up to 60-minute bi-

directional headways to Lancaster Terminal by the year 2028. A Draft Environmental Impact 

Report (EIR) is being prepared for the following purposes: 

¶ To satisfy the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public 

Resources Code (PRC) Section 21000, et seq.) and the CEQA Guidelines (California 

Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15000, et seq.). 

¶ To inform public agency decision makers and the public of the significant environmental 

effects of the Proposed Project, as well as possible ways to minimize those significant 

effects, and reasonable alternatives to the Proposed Project that would avoid or 

minimize those significant effects. 

¶ To enable Metro to consider environmental consequences when deciding whether to 

approve the Proposed Project. 

The AVL is an existing 76.6-mile rail corridor that runs from Los Angeles Union Station (LAUS) 

in the City of Los Angeles to the Lancaster Terminal in the City of Lancaster within the County of 

Los Angeles. The Proposed Project would construct three capital improvements along the 

existing AVL rail corridor to provide operational flexibility and facilitate increased and more 

reliable Metrolink service along the corridor.  

This Paleontological Resources Technical Report is comprised of the following sections: 

1. Introduction 

2. Project Description 

3. Regulatory Framework 

4. Existing Setting 

5. Significance Thresholds and Methodology 

6. Impact Analysis 

7. References  

8. List of Preparers 
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2. Project Description 

The Proposed Project would construct three capital improvements along the existing AVL rail 

corridor to provide operational flexibility and facilitate increased and more reliable Metrolink 

service along the corridor. The AVL right of way (ROW) is owned by Metro and used by the 

Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA), which operates Metrolink commuter rail 

service. The AVL is an existing 76.6-mile rail corridor that runs from LAUS in the City of Los 

Angeles to the Lancaster Terminal in the City of Lancaster within the County of Los Angeles. The 

corridor consists of the former Southern Pacific Valley Line and parallels the Interstate 5 (I-5) 

freeway from Los Angeles to Santa Clarita, turns east, then north, to parallel State Route 14 (SR-

14) to the City of Lancaster.  

The route is Federal Railroad Administration Track Class 4, with a maximum speed of 79 miles 

per hour (mph). The Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) operates Class 1 freight service along the 

corridor as well. There are up to 30 Metrolink commuter trains and five UPRR freight trains per 

day on the AVL.  

Figure 1 shows the regional context of the Project corridor and the location of the proposed 

capital improvements. 

2.1 PROJECT OBJECTIVES  

The AVL plays a critical role in connecting communities in North Los Angeles County to LAUS 

and the cities in between. Consistent with the State Rail Plan and Metrolinkôs Southern 

California Optimized Rail Expansion (SCORE) program, and in anticipation of substantial 

population and employment growth in the North Los Angeles County region over the next 20 

years, Metro seeks to improve rail service on the AVL to realize its full potential as a regional 

mobility enhancement and not just a peak-hour commuter service. Accordingly, the AVL 

Capacity and Service Enhancement Improvement Program seeks to:  

¶ Provide regular and more frequent Metrolink services to improve regional connectivity 

and accessibility through the enabling of 30-minute bi-directional passenger rail service 

to the Santa Clarita Valley, as well as 60-minute bi-directional service to Lancaster along 

the AVL corridor.  

¶ Improve passenger service reliability and efficiency on the AVL rail corridor. 

¶ Provide necessary infrastructure improvements to enhance operational flexibility and 

reliability along the AVL corridor.  

¶ Support the vision and goals for rail service in the region consistent with the California 

State Rail 2040 Plan and Metrolinkôs SCORE program. 
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Figure 1: Regional Context of the Study Corridor 

  



Paleontological Resources Technical Report 
Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvement Program May 2021 

Page 4 

2.2 PROPOSED PROJECT  

The Proposed Project is intended to enable improved service along the AVL by constructing 

three capital improvements at three locations strategically selected along the AVL corridor to 

provide the most operational flexibility possible for the level of investment available. These three 

capital improvements are the Balboa Double Track Extension in the City of Los Angeles, the 

Canyon Siding Extension in the City of Santa Clarita, and the Lancaster Terminal Improvement 

in the City of Lancaster.  

2.2.1 Balboa Double Track Extension  

The Balboa Double Track Extension would extend the existing Sylmar siding approximately 

6,300 feet north from Balboa Boulevard to Sierra Highway. It is anticipated that the existing 

railroad ROW would accommodate most of the Balboa Double Track Extension. In addition to 

installation of the proposed double track extension, the improvement would require realignment 

of the existing Main Track through portions of the site to accommodate the second track and the 

required clearance to existing structures. The proposed double track would be positioned to the 

east of the existing AVL Main Track and would tie-in at the existing Sylmar siding terminus on 

the south end of the site and reconnect with the existing Main Track at the north end just south 

of the Sierra Highway road bridge. Figure 2 presents the location of the proposed improvement 

and its surroundings. 
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Figure 2: Balboa Double Track Extension Vicinity 
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2.2.2 Canyon Siding Extension 

The Canyon Siding Extension would improve the existing Saugus Siding by adding 

approximately 8,400 feet of new track between Bouquet Canyon Road and Golden Oak Road. 

The Canyon Siding Extension would not require realignment of the Main Track as there is 

adequate horizontal clearance for both tracks within the existing ROW. The proposed Canyon 

Siding Extension would include a second side-platform at the existing Santa Clarita Metrolink 

Station. A new crossover track south of the Santa Clarita Station would be provided to facilitate 

turnback of Metrolink trains at Santa Clarita Station and improve operational flexibility and 

reliability. Figure 3 provides the location of the proposed Canyon Siding Extension and its 

surroundings. 

Platform to Platform Pedestrian Undercrossing Design Option 

An option to use a grade separated pedestrian undercrossing at Santa Clarita Station has been 

considered to connect the existing platform to the new second platform. 

Island Platform with Platform to Parking Lot Pedestrian Undercrossing Design Option 

An option to provide a new island platform (with two platform faces) has been considered and 

would include a grade separated pedestrian undercrossing connecting the Santa Clarita 

Metrolink Station parking area to the new island platform. 
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Figure 3: Canyon Siding Extension Vicinity 

 
















































































